
Welcome

WELCOME TO ALTALINK’S INTERACTIVE  
FEEDBACK SESSION 

Castle Rock Ridge to Chapel Rock 
Transmission Project
February 2015



Why are we here today?  
We know that you will have many questions about the project and we want to 
provide the information you need. 

Members of our consultation and siting teams are available to discuss the 
project during this session. We want to hear your thoughts and concerns to 
help us understand what is important to you as we move forward with the 
project. The AESO is also available to discuss the need for this project.

We are here to listen and understand what is important to you. We ask that 
everyone is treated with the utmost respect.



Electricity at a glance



Key players

ALTALINK 

AltaLink is Alberta’s largest transmission company, supplying electricity to more 
than 85% of Alberta’s population. Dedicated to meeting the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects Albertans to renewable, reliable and low-cost 
power. With a commitment to community and environment, AltaLink is ensuring 
the transmission system will support Albertans’ quality of life for years to come. 
Learn more at www.altalink.ca.

THE ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO) 

The AESO is an independent, not-for-profit entity responsible for the safe, 
reliable and economic planning and operation of the Alberta Interconnected 
Electric System. The AESO determines the need for transmission reinforcement 
and directs Transmission Facility Owners, such as AltaLink, to submit a Facility 
Application for permitting and licensing to construct and operate transmission 
facilities. 
Find out more at www.aeso.ca.

 
THE ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION (AUC)
The AUC is a quasi-judicial agency that ensures the fair and responsible 
delivery of our utility services. The AUC is the provincial regulator responsible 
for reviewing Facility Applications. AUC approval is required before 
construction of facilities can occur. 
Learn about the AUC at www.auc.ab.ca. 



What happened to the 
Fidler to Chapel Rock 
Transmission Project?

In December 2011, the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) determined that 
the Alberta Electric System Operator’s (AESO) approved Need Identification 
Document (NID) for the Southern Alberta Transmission Reinforcement (SATR) 
did not provide approval for the Fidler to Chapel Rock line. Possible options 
identified by the AUC were for the AESO to file a NID for the project or 
amend the SATR NID. 

The AESO filed an amendment with the AUC in 2012. The amendment 
requested the AUC approve the preferred option of using Castle Rock Ridge 
Substation as the connection point between the proposed Chapel Rock and 
existing Goose Lake substations. 

The AUC held a hearing in August 2013 and released its decision in January 
2014, in which it approved the AESO preferred option. 

As a result of the decision, the Fidler to Chapel Rock Transmission Project has 
been cancelled.



What is the Castle Rock Ridge 
to Chapel Rock Transmission 
Project?

We have received direction from the AESO to proceed on the approved 
option and are moving forward with this as a new project. 

The proposed project includes:

•  A new substation, to be called Chapel Rock Substation, located    
  near the existing 500 kV (500,000 volts) 1201L transmission line. 

•  Approximately one to 13 kilometres (0.6 to eight miles) of new  
  500 kV transmission line will also be required depending on the   
  location of the Chapel Rock Substation.

•  Approximately 20 to 41 kilometers (12 to 25 miles) of new double  
  circuit 240 kV transmission line from the existing Castle Rock  
  Ridge Substation to the proposed Chapel Rock Substation. Final    
  line length is dependent on the location of the proposed Chapel   
  Rock Substation.

•  A new telecommunications tower, approximately 30 to 35 metres  
  (98 to 114 feet) tall. 



Stakeholder suggested route

Feedback gathered at our October 2014 sessions, as well as through one-on-
one meetings, has helped us to add stakeholder suggested route options as 
we move forward in our route identification process.

The stakeholder suggested route options parallel an existing AltaLink 
transmission line – located south of Highway 3 – to a new substation target 
area near Lee Lake, north of Highway 507. From the new substation target 
area there are two options to reach the 1201L transmission line, which will 
be the termination point. 

• One option travels north across Highway 3 to a connection point west   
 of the North Burmis Road. 

• Another option continues west from the substation target area and    
 parallels the existing transmission line past Bellevue.
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Notify and consult with stakeholders: Round 1.5 Early 2015

Notify and consult with stakeholders: Round 2 Winter / Spring 2015

File application with AUC Fall 2015

Start construction if project is approved Early 2017

Complete construction Fall 2018

Anticipated project schedule

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to 
change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as 
the project progresses.



Consultation

We want to hear your thoughts and concerns to help us understand what is 
important to you. This information will help us as we move forward in the route 
selection process.  

We will contact all occupants, residents, and landowners who are on or directly 
adjacent to the proposed substation locations and the proposed transmission 
line route options to gather input through one-on-one consultations. 

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you provide 
and respond to any questions or concerns you may have about the project.



After our consultation process is complete, we will file a facilities application 
with the AUC. A summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into the 
application we submit to the AUC.

The AUC will review our application through a process in which stakeholders 
can participate. To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become 
involved, please visit www.auc.ab.ca.

The AUC will make the final decision on the project.

File facilities application to the 
Alberta Utilities Commission



Bird flight 
diverters

The diverter increases the visibility of 
the overhead shield wire, making it 
easier for birds to see and avoid. 

Firefly bird 
markers

These markers can be seen by birds in 
low light conditions and reflect both 
natural and ultraviolet light, allowing 
birds to adjust their flight path before 
coming into contact with the overhead 
shield wire. 

What does AltaLink use to reduce 
bird collisions?
Bird collisions can occur where a transmission line intersects waterfowl habitats, 
such as breeding and feeding areas. Birds most often collide with the overhead 
shield wire – a thin, uppermost wire that protects the system from lightning 
damage. These wires are often difficult for birds to see in low light conditions. 
We will identify important waterfowl habitat during the routing stage and avoid 
them whenever possible. When avoidance is not possible, visibility enhancing 
devices are used to reduce collision risk.



Environment
An Environmental Evaluation identifies environmental features within the 
project area through existing data and field surveys. Additional information 
is gathered from consultation with provincial and federal regulators, 
landowners and the public.

This information is used to assist in route development. Potential effects 
from project impacts are identified, so that mitigations can be developed to 
minimize or eliminate these effects.

Information within the Environmental Evaluation typically includes:

• wildlife and vegetation inventories

• wetland, watercourse and groundwater assessments

• threatened and endangered species identification

• terrain and soil evaluations

Historical resources
AltaLink considers the potential effects that each project may have on
historical resources.

We attempt attempts to avoid significant historical resource sites during the 
initial route planning process. When required by the Province of Alberta, 
AltaLink conducts Historical Resource Impact Assessments to identify and 
protect historical resources. Avoidance is always our preferred mitigation.

No construction activities will commence until we have has received
Historical Resources Act clearance from the Province of Alberta.



Thank you for attending our
information session.

To learn more about AltaLink’s projects please visit:
www.altalink.ca/projects

or contact us: 
Phone: 1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca


